in the design of its improvement, the co-operation even of those persons who, regarding it as a mere commercial question, have hitherto been opposed to the benevolent attempts which have been made to mitigate the abiding misery of the poor.
Great as is the evil, and widely and severely as it has been extended, even to the alteration of character, the engen- They have made eloquent appeals in behalf of those they have never seen, and of whose condition they are entirely ignorant. I blame them not; but, while they are so alive to the oppression of the well-fed negro, whose hours of daily labour are limited to nine, and the services of whose children a planter cannot appropriate before the age of fourteen, it is deeply to be regretted they were ignorant that at home there were thousands upon thousands, in favor of whom their benevolence might be judiciously exercised, and whose oppression far exceeded the alleged thraldom of the slave.
Duke street, Westminster; Nov. 1832.
